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sailes (which maketh them dangerous). Wee laye at hull two
dayes; after which time we had a faire winde at E. and by S.
(being about 60 leagues from Cape de Bona Esperance).
The 3 of February one of our men going to the toppemast-
head espied the Cape de Bona &c.; as also two Holland shippes1
(to our great joye and comfort), for whome we stayed. And
whereas, before, the French and we had resolved to goe into
Soldania Road the next morning, by reason of their company we
shapte our course for S, Hellena. These two ships had beene at
Patania, where they laded pepper, and at the Molucos, where
they had cloves, and upon the coast of China, where they
bought silkes, both raw and twisted; so that their lading was
very rich; the admiral being of the burthen of 600 tun and the
other 200 tun, both well appointed with men and ordinance,
saving that some of their men were sicke. And when we had
toulde them that our admirall and vice-admirall were gone to
Bantam, they tould us of a certaine they should soone be laden,
and at a low price. For they came from thence; and at their
first comming thether the countrey thought they had come
thither to buy pepper; but when they sawe they were laden
already, they would have soulde it for any price. So that, in
regarde of the marchandise our gennerall carryeth with him
(which is the prize goods) and the great quantytie of peper
which they have no meanes to utter, there is no doubt (by the
grace of God) but they shall bee laden good cheape and in verye
short time. Amen.
The 20 daye of Februarye wee had sight of Sainte Hellena.
And the twentye one daye wee anchored in the roade; where wee
delivered unto the Frenchmen and unto the Hollanders such
victualles to relieve them as we could spare; which was sixe
hogsheades of porke, two hundreth [i.e. cwt.] of stockfish, one
hogshead of beanes, and five hundred of bread, whereof the
Hollanders were in great want.
This iland is not an earthly Paradice, as it is reported; but it is
a place of good water and some lemmon trees and fig trees,
planted by the Portingalles, and great stoare of goats and hogges
1 Identified on a later page as the Amsterdam and Dergoes, under Jacob
Cornelisz. van Neck. See the account of his (second) voyage in Begin, p. 26.